
Plympton PTO

 Thursday October 14, 2010 

  Call meeting to Order at 7:06pm

  Attendance: See attached

· Minutes

            Approval of minutes from September 21, 2010 PTO meeting

Minutes are approved by PTO body

Minutes are posted on the website

· Treasurer’s Report- Kristen Perez
Kristen made some improvements on the format for showing the PTO budget.

See attachments


No questions
· Executive Board’s Report

We have a new committee chair for My Coke Rewards - Beth Cronin.
Halloween Party Volunteers –
      We need some committee chairs for next years Halloween party

Donations – if anyone has a suggestion of a place that would donate any raffle items please let Mary Beth know or send her an email. All board members’ emails are posted on our website plymptonschool.org
Our website is updated regularly (almost daily) so please look for information

The executive board met after our last PTO meeting on Tuesday Sept 21st. It was decided that we would hold raffles during other PTO and/or school events like the Holiday Concert. We have also started a new committee to coordinate grade level raffle baskets for our PTO raffles.
Paper – The PTO is running low on the paper we use to send home notices. The PTO has budgeted funds for the purchase of these types of items, however we welcome the donation of copy paper. For example extra paper from a local business was donated by a Plympton parent.
Emails – If you have not yet received a PTO email and would like to please contact a PTO board member or send an email to plymptonpto@yahoo.com
Committee Chairs- there is a master PTO Binder in the office – please put a copy of every notice that goes out in the folder marked “Memo’s to Binder” in the PTO box so that we can keep the binder up to date
Committee Chairs- if you have an email that you would like sent out to our email list, please send the email to the PTO worded as you would like so we can forward to parents. We can update the website with whatever information and/or dates just send an email with the wording and information.

· Principal’s Report- Mrs. Taddeo and Mrs. Hurwitz

Parents should have received a district AYP letter that went home with all students.  If you have questions please let Mr. Taddeo know. She is happy to go over individual scores if you make and appointment with her.  We will be looking to improve internal communication.

MCAS parent night at McDevitt middle school on 11/8/10 at 7pm.  The meeting will be in the auditorium.  There will be guest speakers and we encourage you to ask about any explanations and information on MCAS.

Mrs Paradis was recognized as an outstanding librarian at the Mass Librarian conference. Our library was also recognized due to Mrs Paradis efforts as an outstanding library. There was a press release that was given and is located on the school bulletin board. 

There will be some special visitors and a small celebration in the spring.
. 
Mrs. Brophy is working on the Plympton e-mail distribution list
After that is finished, Mrs. Lear will enter into the database to create the school distribution listing.
The district is addressing bullying in Waltham schools. By December 31, all schools must submit school plan as to how we will handle be bullying.  
On October 25, 2010 @ 10:00am there will be a meeting at the Waltham high school to discuss bullying in our schools. Contact Pat Chadbourne if you are interested in attending this meeting.

We do have an anti bullying campaign in effect now. It revolves around the character Froggy and his friends.  Most of the Plympton staff have been trained in this program.  Please feel free to come in and look at the topics that Froggy is currently facing.
Plympton PTO is sponsoring the NED program that will tie in nicely to the anti bullying campaign we are currently using.

We do have some handouts on bullying topics available in the office.  We will also be putting some links on our website on how to address things like cyber bullying etc.
We are in desperate need for a recess monitor if someone can commit to 1 ½ hours, 3x a wk to cover recess duty on the playgrounds.  This is a paid position of $9.00 an hour.  There are 2-4 staff members that are on the playground at the same time as the person we are looking to hire.

Question: Do the kids get to bring the MCAS test essays home?

Mrs. Taddeo: No, they are given to teachers to help us improve our teaching skills and how we can improve our next scores but you can make an appointment with me and I would be happy to let you read your Childs essays. 

· Teacher’s Report- Mrs. Bower and Mrs. Bousquet

Teachers are doing anti bullying workshops to improve our bullying campaign throughout the school.
Anti bullying is being worked into many classrooms in open circle.  

90% of our teachers are trained in anti bullying program.  

The teachers would like to thank the PTO for buses for the field trips coming up. 

· Multicultural Report- on behalf of Mrs. Paradis and Mrs. Hagan-Alves 

Mrs. Taddeo

Multicultural met last week and this year’s topic is North America and the Caribbean. 

Multicultural team has finished documents to hopefully provide financial help to support our program.  We will hear if we will receive aide possibly by December.

We did get our approval for English classes for adults here at Plympton School.  We will also offer literacy programs for the kids as the parents are taking English lessons.  This was started last year. Our proposal was accepted last year and we are hoping it will continue.  
Multicultural will be partially funded by Title 1

The service project this year will be our multicultural community to research charities and we will have it tie into voting day.  As a school the charities will be brought to the kids of the schools attention and they will make the decision by voting. It will gear towards the same area that we are studying.

We will be need assistants during our English classes to help with the kids.  Please contact one of us for further information.
· Standing Committees Report

Restaurant Night Out – Jessica Vautour & Vanessa Johnson report given to you by Cindy
Uno’s precedes $233.97
2nd grade won class party on Friday Oct 22
Chateau night Weds Oct 20 –flyer needed will go home Oct 18
99 night Tuesday Nov 9 – flyer needed
Papa Gino’s Thursday December 16 – flyer needed
Friendly’s night was moved to Weds. Feb 16 – no flyer
It is posted on website and fliers will come home

Box Tops – Donna MacPherson by: Cindy
Sept 30 winner Zach Lemonias in Ms. Lenza’s class won a family 4 pack to the Salem Witch Museum, a box top pencil and a box top magnet
Date of next drawing will be at the end of October of this year.  

Campbell’s – Kristin Perez
My Coke Rewards – Beth Cronin

Currently we have 4795 pts need 11,554 pts for Basketball Jumbo Jam
TerraCycle – Michelle Richard
Halloween Raffle – show backpack and pencil case
We will be making a poster with all the items we can recycle now.

Other brigades we are signed up for and will be rolling out

Memo with more info is going out this week
We started this program 3wks ago and we have made $9.80 for PTO so we are excited about the possibilities
We are introducing the other items now for TerraCycle they are listed below:

Any brand and any size of….

Candy wrappers are what we will be adding and we will get 2cents for each wrapper and it will add up.

Cookie wrappers

Granola bar wrappers, toilet paper packaging, paper towels packaging, margarine containers cream cheese container with tops

Scotch tape dispenser, Elmer’s glue

· Tyson Project A+ - Michelle Richard – Part of Campbell’s/Box Tops raffle 
· Halloween Party – Jen Shaeffer and Cindy Boudreau– Saturday Oct 23rd
Please return your ticket order forms by Friday Oct 15th

Need volunteers for set-up on Friday Oct 22 – 9pm 

Need volunteers for party in 30 minute increments

Need volunteers for clean-up for approximately 2 hours

Need cakes, cookies, cupcakes etc for cake walk

Pizza will be served from 5-6pm

Thank you to the parents who volunteered to help with the preparation for the party

Michele Cohn – pumpkin donation and guess the pumpkin

Marlene Goldsmith – Guess the body parts

Jen Renaud - Lollipop Ghost Craft

Courtney Sturgeon - Face Painting

Kristie Hanley - Goody Bags
· Bake Sale – Melissa Benefield-Dudman – Tuesday Nov 2nd
Volunteers will be needed all day from 7am - 7pm
Baked goods will be needed and can be dropped off the day before in the                 guidance office or the day of the sale. We will offer some lunch items as well.
We will have raffles and memos will go home soon
Proceeds of the bake sale go to one $1000 scholarship per year to a WHS senior who attended Plympton
· Visiting Artists – Cindy Boudreau & Teresa Bougher
Helen Keller – Historical Perspectives 9:15am Friday Oct 15 – Grade 1,2,3
NED – 9:30am Thurs Oct 28 – ALL GRADES

Never give up Encourage others Do your best

Yo-yo’s will be sold for 5 days – flyers will go home
Funomena –Tues Nov 16 – Grades 4

In the classroom 1.5 hours

Scientist comes in and does experiments
· Spirit Wear – Matt Kiernan & Noelle Daly

· Directory – Elizabeth Lear

The Plympton directory will be ready soon
· Raffle Baskets – Marla Martorilli & Mary Beth Walsh

K and one will have a combined effort for the Halloween raffle basket.  The raffle basket will be filled with donations of arts and crafts.  We will be working with teachers in the future for other raffle baskets.
· RIF – Anina Thompson & Michelle Richard –  1st RIF Day is Friday Oct 29th
The kids get to pick out a book.  We could use some volunteers from 9am to 12-pm.

Holiday Shopping – Marla Martorilli & Kristin Perez – Thursday Dec 9 & Friday Dec 10
We are asking the Plympton community for donations of wrapping paper
· Fundraisers – 
Meadow Farms – Joyce Quaranto – 9/22–10/6

Sales were just over 9000

We earned over 4500

Roughly 100 students participated

Orders will be in just before Thanksgiving
Gift Cards – Melissa Touadjine
11/1 the notices will go out.

Pies – Lynn Galante – Tue 10/12 – Fri 10/22 - Delivery Thurs Nov 18 the fliers went out this week.

Waltham News Tribune – Kristin Perez 
This is ongoing for how long
We get $15 for each subscription that goes directly to the PTO 

NSTAR Holiday Lights – Green Team and PTO

Notices went in teachers boxes on Weds

When due back Mon Oct 25

100% profit split 50/50 between Green Team and PTO
Green Team – Jessica Vautour & Cathy Magliarditi

1st Meeting Tuesday 10/19 4pm  
· Unfinished Business

· New Business
PTO parent, Teresa Boughner had the idea of a holiday’s literacy tree.  Instead of Christmas tree or Hanukah the tree goes around the reading program.  Decorating would be geared around the books that the children read.  This might be considered for the month of December.  

Some of the other elementary schools have a tree in their room.  

This could get tied into a holiday concert.  Would be something of interest for Plympton students
The PTO appreciates this idea and will look into it further 

Another idea form PTO parent is Bingo for books.  We can collect used books, donations of books etc. The PTO can possibly purchase the bingo paper and a bucket of crayons, the winner of Bingo gets to pick a donated book. 

The PTO appreciates this idea and will look into it further 

· Announcements
Restaurant Night – Chateau Wednesday Oct 20 – flyer needed

RIF – Friday Oct 29

Return Halloween Ticket Order forms by Friday October 15

Lyman Orchard Pie orders due Friday October 22

Bake Sale at Plympton – Tuesday November 2

Restaurant Night – 99 Tuesday November 9 – flyer needed

Next PTO meeting Thursday November 18 – Pie Pick-up

5th Annual Spelling Bee Thursday October 28 6:30pm @ McDevitt

· Adjournment at 8:09
· Guest Speaker Diane LeBlanc Councilor At Large
Topic- School Uniform discussion

